BELIEVE – 
THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE
7.  God’s Light Exposes A Dark World
Scripture:
John 7:1 – 9:41
Theme:
Jesus claims to be the genuine light by which truth and falsehood are distinguished.
INTRODUCTION

At the end of Chapter 6, the opinion of the Jewish people regarding Jesus was sharply divided.  There was not only a difference of opinion among the religious leaders and many of the Jewish people, but this difference extended to the disciples as well.  Many of Jesus followers said, “This is a hard saying, who can listen to it.”  Jn. 6:60
From Chapter 7 through Chapter 12, John records the constant clash between belief and unbelief.  First, it is described in Jesus’ conversation with His critics (Jn. 7:1-8:59), then it is illustrated by a sixth sign (Jn. 9:1-41) in the healing of a blind man.  During this period of conflict the breach is widening and opinions are hardened.

“Who is Jesus?” becomes the central issue.  Even Jesus’ own brothers want Him to publically declare Himself.  If He is the Messiah, the He should be able to prove it.  Would not the Messiah strictly follow the Mosaic Law in dealing with sinners?  Jesus is challenged to prove it.

In the second half of Chapter 8, Jesus speaks openly that He is “the light of the world.”  This claim is far-reaching in that Jesus is claiming to be the revealer of God’s truth.  It is by this truth people can come to know God, to understand the world around them and to live life as God designed it.  God’s truth revealed in Christ is His grace which results in freedom to live.

These claims of Jesus irritated the Jewish leaders.  This was particularly true when Jesus further claimed to have seen Abraham, who died three thousand years before Jesus was born.

To further prove His claim to be “the light of the world,” Jesus gave sight to a man born blind for his birth.  This becomes the sixth sign or miracle the Apostle John records by Jesus.  In this event and reactions to it, you will discover the reasons, dangers and excuses many people make when confronted with God’s light in Christ which penetrates their dark world and reveals His truth.
I.  Christ’s Light Exposes Dark Hearts  
   
John 6:1-15
It is believed that the events in the chapter took place about six months before Jesus’ crucifixion.

1. Why did Jesus no longer travel about in Judea?  Jn. 7:1
2. How did Jesus’ own family respond to Him and why did they urge Jesus to attend this feast?  Jn. 7:3-5; 6:42, 66
· How do you explain Jesus’ reaction to His brothers in light of His later response?    Jn. 7:1, 6-10
3. What were some of the rumors circulating about Jesus?  Jn. 7:11-13
4. How does Jesus answer the Jews’ question of vs. 5?  Jn. 7:16-19
· How can anyone know the source of Jesus’ teaching?
5. What was the point Jesus was making to the Jewish leaders in John 7:21-24?
The Jews were expecting the Messiah.  They believed He would reveal to them the meaning of history and life.  Also He would reveal the divine purpose regarding Israel and their future.  So they begin to question whether Jesus is HE.
6. What are some assumptions the Jews had about the Messiah?  Jn. 7:25-27
7. Jesus wanted the people to know a deeper truth about where He came from.  What does He tell them in vs. 28-29?  What kind of reaction follows?  Jn. 7:30-32

8. On the last day of the feast, what did Jesus proclaim?  Jn. 7:37-38

· How did the people respond to Jesus’ words?  What was the issue?  Jn. 7:40-44
9. What was Nicodemus’ comment and what reply was given to him?  Jn. 7:45-52

II.  Christ’s Light Exhibits God’s Grace
 
John 6:16-24
1. As Chapter 8 opens, where do you find Jesus and what is He doing?
2. What situation is brought before Jesus and how was it a clever trap?  Jn. 8:2-6
3. How does Jesus bring the accusers to the same level as the accused?  Jn. 8:7-8
· In your opinion, what might Jesus have been writing in the dire?  Jn. 7:19
· Why are we tempted to condemn other people’s sins rather than our own?

4. Compare verse 11 with John 1:14 and 3:17.  What is Jesus teaching here?
5. As Jesus openly announces that He is “the light of the world,” what Jewish festival is being celebrated?  Jn. 7:2   What event does it commemorate?  Ex.13:21-22; 14:24;      Isa. 60:19-20
· What is Jesus claiming about Himself?  Jn. 8:12, 16, 19, 23-24, 28

6. What did Jesus tell the people they must do or they would die in their sin?  Jn. 8:21-24

7. Who is Jesus addressing in John 8:30-31, and why does holding to Jesus teaching lead to true freedom?  Jn. 8:32-36

8. These people, who just moments before believed in Him, are no so enraged they want to kill Him.  What provoked their anger and what is Jesus teaching about believing? 

 Jn. 8:48-58

III.  Christ’s Light Empowers the Blind to See 
  
John 6:25-71
In Chapter 8 Jesus claimed to be “the light of the world.”  Now the Apostle John links Jesus’ claim with a sixth miracle or sign to prove that claim.

1. What tragic scene grabs the disciple’s attention and what assumption provoked their question?  Jn. 9:1-5
· What does Jesus answer teach us?
2.
What method did Jesus use to bring healing to the blind man?  Jn. 9:6-7
3. Once healed, what ‘blindness’ did the healed man have to contend with?  Jn. 9:9, 17-23
· The “true blindness” Jesus was exposing had to do with refusing to recognize His true identity.  How does the former blind man’s description of Jesus show that his spiritual eyes were opening?  Jn. 9:11, 17, 33-39
4. As you reflect on the dialogue between the former blind man and the Pharisees, how would you explain the deepening blindness of these religious leaders?  Jn. 9:13-34;    Rom. 1:21-22; 2:5
· What practical insight can you learn here about people you share Christ who continue to ridicule you?
5. What is the implication of the man’s response to Jesus in verse 38 in light of Exodus 34:14?
6. Explain Jesus’ response to the Pharisees.  Jn. 9:39-41
APPLICATION
By claiming to be “the light of the world” Jesus reveals the character of God as being “truth and grace.”  What are some dark areas in your life that Christ’s truth has exposed?  What new sight have you gained about God’s grace from this lesson?
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